For Immediate Release

PPL CENTER SELECTED TO HOST 2018 AND 2019 NCAA DIVISION I MEN’S ICE HOCKEY
REGIONALS
Ticket sales information to be released at a later date
Allentown, PA (April 18, 2017) – PPL Center continues to solidify itself as a destination for major sporting events,
as today the NCAA Division I Men’s Ice Hockey Committee has selected the arena to host the 2018 and 2019
Regionals the weekends of March 23-25, 2018 and March 29-31, 2019. The exact competition dates of the twoday Regionals are to be announced. Penn State University will serve as the host institution for the event.
"The arena was designed to attract major events to the Lehigh Valley and it continues to live up to its
reputation,” said Rob Brooks, Owner, BDH Development and Lehigh Valley Phantoms. "We are thrilled to
partner with Penn State to host the 2018 and 2019 NCAA Division I Men's Ice Hockey Regionals at PPL Center.
We look forward to building a long-lasting relationship with the NCAA and continuing to grow the sport of
hockey in the Lehigh Valley.”
PPL Center is no stranger to the national spotlight. The announcement comes on the heels of the incredibly
successful 2017 AHL All-Star Classic hosted by the Lehigh Valley Phantoms at PPL Center, which put the global
spotlight on downtown Allentown and the Lehigh Valley to more than 100 million households worldwide.
“Following the success of hosting the American Hockey League's All Star Classic this past January, this is another
tremendous opportunity to showcase PPL Center and the entire Lehigh Valley to hockey fans across the world,”
added Jim Brooks, Owner, BDH Development and Lehigh Valley Phantoms. “Being selected to host the 2018 and
2019 NCAA Division I Men's Ice Hockey Regionals is a great honor and we are excited for the positive impact it
will have on our community.”
“Penn State Athletics is thrilled to have the opportunity to host NCAA Men’s Hockey Regionals at the PPL Center
in 2018 and 2019,” said Director of Athletics Sandy Barbour. “We are excited to bring these NCAA Championship
events to the Lehigh Valley, with the added possibility of our men’s hockey students being able to compete in
front of our passionate alumni and fans from Eastern Pennsylvania and the region. We look forward to working
with a variety of constituencies in the Allentown area to provide a memorable experience for the teams and fans
from the Lehigh Valley and all over the country who will attend these first-time NCAA Championship events in
the PPL Center.”
"Special thanks to our friends at Spectra at the PPL Center, Lehigh Valley Phantoms, and Penn State for leading
the charge on this bid effort,” said Discover Lehigh Valley President Michael Stershic. “We're excited to host the
2018 and 2019 NCAA Division I Men’s Ice Hockey Regional in Allentown and look forward to showcasing Lehigh
Valley to the NCAA and visiting fans."
For exclusive behind-the-scenes photos and announcements, follow us at @PPLCenter. To receive advance notice,
exclusive pre-sales, and special offers to future events, join the free PPL Center Cyber Club by clicking here.
PPL Center (pplcenter.com) is a state-of-the-art multipurpose venue in downtown Allentown, PA. The arena seats
more than 10,000 for concerts and more than 8,500 for Lehigh Valley Phantoms professional hockey games,
making it the region’s largest events venue. The amenities-packed PPL Center will host more than 150 events each
year, offering something for everyone, including the Phantoms, the AHL affiliate of the NHL Philadelphia Flyers,
live concerts, family shows, trade shows, figure skating events, youth sports, high school and collegiate events,
Disney on Ice, conferences, graduations and many more events. PPL Center is currently the main catalyst to the

revitalization and growth of downtown Allentown. Spectra by Comcast Spectacor provides the Venue
Management, Food Services & Hospitality, and Ticketing & Fan Engagement to PPL Center.
About Spectra
Spectra by Comcast Spectacor is an industry leader in hosting and entertainment, partnering with clients to create
memorable experiences for millions of visitors every year. Spectra’s unmatched blend of integrated services
delivers incremental value for clients through several primary areas of expertise: Venue Management, Food
Services & Hospitality, Ticketing & Fan Engagement and Corporate Partnerships. Learn more at
SpectraExperiences.com.
About Comcast Spectacor
Comcast Spectacor is part of Comcast Corporation, a global media and technology company that operates
Comcast Cable and NBCUniversal. Comcast Spectacor’s three core businesses are the National Hockey League’s
Philadelphia Flyers, the Wells Fargo Center Complex, and Spectra, a hosting and entertainment firm specializing
in Venue Management,Food Services & Hospitality, Ticketing & Fan Engagement and Corporate Sponsorships.
Learn more at ComcastSpectacor.com.

